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Community relevance
A core element of artistic vibrancy

‘Organisations cannot be granted relevance in 
perpetuity based on their laurels.  To exist, to 
thrive, in the 21st century, arts organisations need 
to be willing to adapt in order to attain, maintain, or 
regain, their relevance.’

Diane Ragsdale 2008
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Community relevance is:

Sharing a meaningful 
connection with a community 
beyond your traditional 
audience
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Reflecting on community relevance is:
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“I wanted a big 
cast from the
community...        
to take a show 
about Sydney and 
do it in Sydney, 
and with Sydney”

Stefo Nantsou, 
Resident Director
Sydney Theatre 
Company
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“I’ll never forget that night. When the audience went 
off, I’ll never forget the participants faces...  It was 
artistically satisfying; everything satisfying” 

Simon Rogers
Manager,  Artistic Planning
Tasmanian Symphony Orchestra

Photos: Courtesy Kickstart Arts
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