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Cultural Development in Local Government 

Handout from presentation to Yarra Ranges arts network, December 2009 

Kim Dunphy, Program Manager, Cultural Development Network

Some ideas about culture and cultural development from UN and UNESCO:
Universal Declaration of Human Rights adopted by the United Nations in 1948;                ‘Everyone has the right freely to participate in the cultural life of the community, and to enjoy the arts and share in scientific advancement and its benefits’ (http://www.unhchr.ch, Article 27).   The International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights adopted in 1976               ‘All peoples have the right of self-determination……(to) freely pursue their economic, social and cultural development’ (Article 1, Part I, United Nations, 1976) 

UNESCO Action Plan on Cultural Policies for Development 
Cultural policy should include ‘the whole complex of distinctive spiritual, material, intellectual and emotional features that characterize a society or social group.... not only the arts and letters, but also modes of life, the fundamental rights of the human being, value systems, traditions and beliefs’ (UNESCO, 1982 Mexico City Declaration). 

Cultural creativity is the source of human progress; and cultural diversity, being a treasure of humankind, is an essential factor of development.  Cultural policies should promote creativity in all its forms, facilitating access to cultural practices and experiences for all citizens regardless of nationality, race, sex, age, physical or mental disability, enrich the sense of cultural identity and belonging of every individual and community and sustain them in their search for a dignified and safe future

The relationship between ‘culture’ and ‘art’   Bill Sharpe (2007)  Homo Poeticus and the Art of Culture
Every person participates in culture as a condition of being human; everyone is an artist of everyday life, and we should strive for every person to play their full part in ‘the art of culture’ by which meaning is constantly renewed in society. Art can only be understood as contributing to the complete cultural system in which everyone participates, including other major sources of meaning such as religion, science, philosophy, law, politics, everyday life…(p.10) 
Development  Amartya Sen, Nobel Prize winning development economist,  Development as Freedom, 1991
Human development means ‘enhancing the lives we lead and the freedoms we enjoy’         in other words, ‘expanding the freedoms we have reason to value’
Four Pillars of Sustainability  Jon Hawkes, The Fourth Pillar, 2001
· Economic viability

· Social equity/inclusion

· Environmental responsibility

· Cultural vitality:  wellbeing, creativity, diversity and innovation
Agenda 21 for Culture, United Cities and Local Governments www.agenda21culture.net
International network promoting the role of cultural development in local government.  

Planning and evaluating cultural development; 

Program Logic approach: takes a focussed practical look at relationship between inputs and results. It is often presented as a table listing the steps from inputs and resources through to the achievement of a desired program goal.   

Pope, J. and Jolly, P. (2008)  Evaluation Step-by-Step Guide, Department of Planning and Community Development.  http://www.dpcd.vic.gov.au/Web14/dvc/rwpgslib.nsf/GraphicFiles/Evaluation+Step-by-Step+Guide/$file/Evaluation+Step-by-Step+Guide.pdf 

Cultural indicators: what can we measure? 

	Cultural Vitality in Communities: Interpretation and Indicators,                                                         Jackson, M. et al, (2006) Urban Institute, USA.  www.urban.org/publications/311392.html


Values for cultural development in local government
· encouraging creativity

· valuing diversity

· respecting heritage

Creative, diverse communities where the past (memory), present and future of citizens’ life opportunities are valued
	VALUE

	GOAL
	ACTIONS

What will we do to achieve this goal?
	INDICATORS

What will be our measure of this?
	TARGET 

What will we aim for?

	Creative communities where citizens have the opportunity to maximise creative potential 
	Increasing creativity 

That the making of art is an everyday experience for people in our community 
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