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Increasing opportunities for people with a disability to participate in the arts: assisting local government and other cultural development workers to develop capacity

Accessible Arts conference, March 2010 

Some ideas about culture and cultural development from UN and UNESCO:
Universal Declaration of Human Rights adopted by the United Nations in 1948;                ‘Everyone has the right freely to participate in the cultural life of the community, and to enjoy the arts and share in scientific advancement and its benefits’ (http://www.unhchr.ch, Article 27).   
The International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights adopted in 1976               ‘All peoples have the right of self-determination……(to) freely pursue their economic, social and cultural development’ (Article 1, Part I, United Nations, 1976) 

UNESCO Action Plan on Cultural Policies for Development 

Cultural creativity is the source of human progress; and cultural diversity, being a treasure of humankind, is an essential factor of development.  Cultural policies should promote creativity in all its forms, facilitating access to cultural practices and experiences for all citizens regardless of nationality, race, sex, age, physical or mental disability, enrich the sense of cultural identity and belonging of every individual and community and sustain them in their search for a dignified and safe future

(UNESCO, 1982 Mexico City Declaration). 

United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 
Article 30  names participation in cultural life


1. Governments recognise the right of person with disabilities to take part on an equal basis with other in cultural life, and shall take all appropriate measures to ensure that persons with disabilities: 

a) Enjoy access to cultural materials in accessible formats; 
b) Enjoy access to television programmes, films, theatre and other cultural activities, in accessible formats; 

c) Enjoy access to places for cultural performances or services,  (theatres, museums, cinemas, libraries, tourism services,  monuments, sites of national  and cultural  importance)  

Australia ratified the Convention on 17 July 2008.  www.un.org/disabilities
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Economic viability; Social inclusion; Environmental Responsibility; Cultural vitality
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